ROBESPIERRE
suggested that Charlotte be sent back to Arras. The
Terror was then in progress, and Joseph Lebon had
just been ordered by the Committee of Public Safety to
go to Arras, where he managed to acquire a rather
sanguinary reputation. Robespierre thought that if
Charlotte went to Arras, Lebon might as well act as her
escort. From this the Thermidorians concocted the
story that he meant to have his sister executed!
But Charlotte did not return to Arras. She packed
her belongings and left the apartment, after writing a
spiteful letter to Augustin, In later years she had diffi-
culty to explain this letter and claimed it to have been
interpolated by Robespierre's enemies. She never saw
her younger brother again. Maximilien she saw on one
or two occasions, but only in the presence of others.
He did not disguise the fact that he was displeased with
her conduct.
Charlotte never married. The ex-priest and seminary
teacher Fouche—who was a deputy to the Convention
and destined to become Minister of Police, one of the
wealthiest men in Europe and Duke of Otranto—
asked for her hand shortly before his departure for
Lyon. At the time of his proposal he had a wife and
child in Nantes, so that, evidently, he meant to obtain
a divorce in order to become Robespierre's brother-in-
law. Thus the solitary virtue of loyalty to his family,
granted him by some of his biographers, seems to have
little foundation. Charlotte looked with favour upon
the suit, and Robespierre raised no objections until
Fouche had made his sorry record in Lyon. Then
Fouche became one of the half-dozen men he most
bitterly hated, and there could be no further talk of
marriage. Charlotte, however, continued to meet
Fouche occasionally in the Tuileries garden. She
seemed to have had none of that aversion for him
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